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College of Engineering Admission to Major Essay Rubrics 

Essay 1: 

Describe how a degree in {major choice} will help you to achieve your career goals and address the 

problems that interest you. 

Rubric: 

(4)  (3) (2) (1) (0) 

Draws clear, well informed, 
accurate connections 
between {the major} and 
their interests and career 
goals.  

Intermediate 

Discusses career goals and 
interests and makes 
connections to {the major}; 
some connections may be 
vague or inaccurate.  

Intermediate 

Does not communicate 
career goals or interests, or 
student makes no effort to 
connect their goals or 
interests to {the major}.

 

Essay 2: 

Problems in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) are inherently complex.  Solving them 

requires extensive teamwork and collaboration.  Research shows teams that are diverse in terms of how 

members process information, in social perspectives, and lived experience tend to be more creative, 

faster, and effective in their problem solving. 

With this definition of diversity in mind, reflect on and discuss your experiences working in teams. What 

have you learned from those experiences that you can apply or share as you progress in your education 

and career?    

[Here, ‘team’ refers to any group of people working together; could be family members, co-workers, 

students, neighbors, etc. ] 

Rubric: 

  (4)  (3) (2) (1) (0) 
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 Provides thoughtful 
reflection on 
experience(s) 
working in a team.   
Team diversity is 
explicitly discussed. 

Intermediate 

Provides limited 
reflection on team 
experience or no 
discussion of team 
diversity. 

Intermediate 

Provides no 
reflection on team 
experience and no 
discussion of 
team diversity. 
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Fully, clearly, and 
specifically addresses 
what student learned 
from experience that 
they can apply or 
share in their 
education or career. 

Addresses in a 
limited or vague 
way what student 
learned from 
experience that 
they can apply or 
share in their 
education or 
career. 

Does not address 
what student 
learned from 
experience that 
they can apply or 
share in their 
education or 
career. 

 

Note to reviewers:  Student’s experiences with diverse teams may be positive, mixed, or negative. 
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Essay 3. 

Pursuing a degree in a STEM field requires determination, as well as the ability to master coursework.  

With this in mind, please describe any experiences, challenges, or circumstances that have influenced or 

affected your academic performance or your desire to pursue a degree in STEM. 

Rubric: 

  (4)   (3)  (2)  (1) (0) 
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Provides significant 
insight into the impact 
of prior experiences, 
challenges, or 
circumstances on 
academic performance 
or the desire to pursue 
STEM degree.   

Intermediate 

Provides limited 
insight into the 
impact of prior 
experiences, 
challenges, or 
circumstances on 
academic 
performance or the 
desire to pursue 
STEM degree.  

Intermediate 

Provides little or no 
insight into impact of 
prior experiences, 
challenges, or 
circumstances on 
academic 
performance or the 
desire to pursue 
STEM degree.  
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 Determination to 

pursue STEM degree is 
explicitly discussed. 

 

Vague or limited 
discussion of 
determination to 
pursue STEM degree. 

No discussion of 
determination to 
pursue STEM degree. 

 

 

 


